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The City of Hardin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Council Meeting 
of Tuesday, June 4, 2024 

Held by virtual meeting and the Public is invited to attend in person. 

Topic: City of Hardin Council Meeting — 6/04/2024 
Start Time: 6:30 p.m. Mountain Time 

Council Meeting — 6:30 p.m. 

The meeting will open at 6:15 p.m. 

If you will be logging into the Council meeting by: 

Computer: Please identify yourself by submitting your first and last name by using the "Chat" function. 

Phone: Please identify yourself by stating your First and Last Name. 

City of Hardin is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
httpsijus02web.zoom.usi/1/9897104479 

Meeting ID: 989 710 4479 
One tap mobile 

+17193594580„9897104479# US 

+12532050468„9897104479# US 

Dial by your location 
+1 719 359 4580 US 
+1 253 205 0468 US 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 444 9171 US 

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
+1309 205 3325 US 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 360 209 5623 US 
+1 386 347 5053 US 
+1 507 473 4847 US 
+1 564 217 2000 US 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

+1 646 931 3860 US 
+1 689 278 1000 US 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
+1 305 224 1968 US 

Meeting ID: 989 710 4479 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdYSyhPxWF 

City of Hardin 406 N Cheyenne Hardin MT 59034 Phone (406) 665-9292 Fax (406) 665-2719 





May 21, 2024- Minutes 

THE COMMON COUNCIL 
CITY of HARDIN, MONTANA 

COUNCIL MEETING: The Regular Council Meeting for May 21, 2024 was called to order 
at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Joe Purcell presiding by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The following Aldermen were present: Steven Hopes, Clayton Greer, Chris Sharpe, Rock Massine, 
Antonio Espinoza, and Jeremy Krebs. 

Also present: Finance Officer/City Clerk Andrew Lehr, Public Works Director Michael Hurff, Jr., 
Deputy City Clerk Angela Zimmer, City Attorney Jordan Knudsen, and Police Chief Paul George, 
Jr. 

Also present physically and by virtual meeting: Members of the public 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS & CLAIMS: Hopes made the motion to approve 
the Council minutes as written for May 7, 2024. Motion seconded by Greer. On a voice vote the 
motion was unanimously approved 

Greer made a motion to approve the claims for May 21, 2024. 

CLAIM No. Monthly Total 

March, 2024 30992 6,605.12 

April, 2024 30973-30974, 30979-30989, 30993, 
30996,30998 147,535.13 

May, 2024 30972, 30975-30978,:30990, 30994-30995 
30997, 30999 111,911.08 

Total Submitted 274,051.33 

Sharpe seconded. On a voice vote, the motion was unanimously approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
David R Blaine announced he is planning to hold a car show fundraiser for the youth in 

August. He is working on the location. He has visited with the Sheriff and Police Chief about 
support to have a parade, with motorcycles and cars through Center Avenue to the Fairgrounds. He 
will provide updates. Blaine extended a "Thank You" to Council for the donation for the basketball 
camp. 

Cory Kenney voiced he wished the City would get a milling machine to put on a skid steer 
to fill pot holes; Jose Funke expressed his concerns of safety at the schools; and Corrina 
Kirschenmann-Kuntz asked about a donation that was made to the City for the K-9. 

MAYOR: 

Personnel Policy/City Policy: 
Mayor Purcell reported the shared Economic Development position with Big Horn County 

and the City of Hardin ends July 5th; the County and City will advertise for their own Economic 
Development positions. The position for the City of Hardin has been posted. 

Mayor Purcell reported there are twenty applicants for the PILOT grant with seven grants 
available; the City-County Planning Board has an opening for the Mayor appointment and he will 
have a recommendation for Council at the next meeting; and meetings will be set up for Union 
negotiations for the police department. 

Sewer & Water: 
Massine reported the bid opening was held for the 1' Street and other projects; they will be 

presented at the next meeting for discussion. 

1 of 5 



May 21, 2024 Minutes 

Law Enforcement: 

Streets & Alleys: 
Espinoza reported the City Crew has been out patching holes; doing what they can. 

Parks & Playgrounds: 
Krebs reported the park restrooms are open and there is a quote for playground 

equipment, on the agenda, to replace damaged equipment in Heimat Park. 

Finance/Landfill: 
Greer reported the Finance Committee discussed recommendations made by the 

auditor regarding the Public Safety Fund, the Fire Department Relief Association 
(FDRA) and Two Rivers Authority (TRA). The consensus was to move forward with 
the recommendation for the Public Safety Fund and leave the FDRA and TRA alone. 

Resolutions & Ordinances: 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 

PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS: 
Mayor Purcell reported a newsletter was received from the Montana Department 

of Transportation providing an update on the Hardin Rest Area and the City received the 
City-County Planning Board minutes from the meeting of January 8, 2024. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Denise Rios, Big Horn County Treasurer, reported the County does tax liens in 

October of each year. She explained the process and how the County decides which 
properties to take and what to list at tax sale. She voiced she will start to reach out to the 
City in January of next year; she has to go before the County Commissioners on May 
28t1i with the properties. She reviewed the process and reported there are currently four 
properties that have some fees and if there are fees then the County is responsible for 
them. She is proposing for the City and County to work together to figure out a good 
solution to help the City and County to put these properties back on the tax rolls. Mayor 
Purcell asked about the amount of the fees on the properties. Rios noted she can provide 
the information. Rios noted that if this doesn't work this year, it is something that can 
be looked at moving forward. 

Mayor Purcell repotted the City received a letter of recommendation from the 
City-County Planning Board (CCPB) to approve a Conditional Use Application 
submitted by the Crow Tribe for a Multi-Family Residential in C-3 Zone. Todd Wilson, 
on behalf of the Crow Tribe, reported they are proposing to revitalize the old motel 
located at 830 3rd Street West. He reported the property was used in the past for covid 
quarantine. They are applying for a $2.5 million grant through the state; the location 
would be managed by the Apsaalooke Housing Authority; and they would provide 
services for substance abuse disorder, mental health, help with job applications, etc. He 
reported safety concerns came up during the CCPB meeting. He noted the property 
would be fenced off and there would be security cameras as well, it will not be a shelter 
or a treatment center, it will be open to everyone not just tribal members. He added the 
idea is to ease into working members of society in the community and then find a place 
of their own. They will have help in the process, there is no timeline of how long they 
will be a tenant. Wilson voiced the CCPB reviewed it, worked through it and approved 
it. 

Massine asked about the people staying in it at this point. Wilson noted it is at the 
discretion of the chairman. Krebs voiced the rooms are small and questioned with 
twenty-three units how would a kitchen be put in them. Wilson noted the design makes 
it possible for one person and the suites will be by the alley. Wilson reported the concept 
of the studios encompass the design of 2,000 affordable housing units across the United 
States. Greer asked what the plans were to upgrade the size of the water lines. Wilson 
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