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ABOUT THE COVER PAGE

The cover page for the fiscal year 2024 budget is a photograph of Center Avenue looking north in the
1920s. This was included as the main picture to see where Hardin was 100 years ago, where it is
currently and what needs to be planned to progress into the future.

The second part of the budget cover is a photograph of the train depot that the chamber currently uses
for their offices. The Chamber received a grant from the Eastern Montana Tourism grant to update
equipment within the depot while keeping the historical elements that currently exist in the depot.



City of Hardin

The City of Hardin is a South-Central Montana community of approximately 3,800 residents located 45
miles Southeast of Billings, MT along Interstate 90. The City of Hardin is the seat of Big Horn County. The
City of Hardin was incorporated in 1911 with approximately 1643 registered voters. The City operates
under the strong Mayoral form of government.

Hardin sits on the edge of the Crow Indian Reservation and is surrounded by productive ranches and
farms. Coal mining has also contributed greatly to the local economy. South of Hardin is the Little Bighorn
Battlefield and Southwest of the Hardin is the Yellowtail Dam and the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation
area. Hardin was named for Samuel H. Hardin, a cattleman from Wyoming who leased tracts of land on
the Crow Reservation to range his cattle. Local industry now includes farming and ranching, surface coal
mining, fishing and recreational opportunities.

The City of Hardin provides the water treatment and distribution system, sewer collection and treatment,
as well as the garbage collection and landfill disposal for the City residents. The City also maintains the
streets through its Street Maintenance Funds among numerous other services.

The largest employers in Big Horn County are the Hardin School District, Big Horn Hospital Association,
Big Horn Valley Medical Center, Rocky Mountain Power, and Big Horn County among others.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































